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WA police say the boy who they believe is the father is a child of similar age to the [Caucasian] mother and known to her. They said they were working closely with the Department of Communities, the Department of Health and the girl's family and that “complex social issues” were being managed.

But they were investigating because in WA it is illegal to have sexual activity with someone aged under 16, even if the child is willing... Legally they could both be charged, but in practice we've found it's usually the boy who is charged,” [Youth Legal Service WA solicitor Sally Dechow] said.

“You have to look at the welfare of these kids and whether it's in the public interest to prosecute children of this age.

She said the ramifications of being charged and convicted would include being registered as a child sex offender … The objectives of youth justice are also to keep children out of the court system where possible.
Comment: Chief Justice Brian Martin also made it clear in Graham X's case in 2006 that an offence had been committed because a child under 16 cannot give consent. Whatever sexual activity occurred when Graham X was 15 and the girl almost 14, the fact that Graham X was found guilty three and a half years later means that he has the added stigma of being recorded on the sexual offenders register. His daughter was born while he was on remand awaiting sentence. He was tried as an adult without the support of youth services and thrown into notorious and overcrowded Berrimah jail at the age of 18.
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NEWS

“12yo didn't
know of
pregnancy

M Cathy O'Leary
and Gabrielle Knowles

The 12-year-old Perth girl who had
a baby last weekend is believed not
to have known she was pregnant
before she gave birth at home.

The Caucasian girl and her baby
were taken to hospital by ambu-
lance soon after the birth and it is
understood she told people she had
been unaware she was pregnant.
The baby is believed to be healthy.

WA Police say the boy who they
believe is the baby’s father is a
child of similar age to the mother
and known to her.

They said they were working
closely with the Department of
Communities, the Department of
Health and the girl’s family and
that “complex social issues” were
being managed. -

Police said the priority was to
ensure appropriate support was
provided to the family.

But they are investigating
because in WA it is illegal to have
sexual activity with someone aged
under 16, even if the child is will-
ing.

Youth Legal Service WA solic-
itor Sally Dechow said it was still
illegal even if both were under 16
and willing participants because
the law stated that they could not
consent.

“Legally they could both be
charged, but in practice we’ve
found it’s usually the boy who is
charged,” she said.

“You have to look at the welfare
of these kids and whether it’s in
the public interest to prosecute
children of this age.”

She said the ramifications of
being charged and convicted
would include being registered as
a child sex offender.

Police have the discretion not to
prosecute and will take into
account issues including whether
it would be in the public interest
and what supervision and support
the children have available.

The objectives of youth justice
are also to keep children out of the
court system where possible.

Leading Perth obstetrician
Michael Gannon, the former
national president of the Austra-
lian Medical Association, said
there were always big concerns
about “a child having a child”.

While he did not know the cir-
cumstances of the case, he said
that often very young girls tried to
conceal their pregnancy, some-
times out of denial, and inrare cas-
esmightnot even realise they were
pregnant.

“The realities in these pregnan-
ciesisthat they are frequently con-
cealed, because of shame or denial
or lack of understanding of the
symptoms,” he said.

“People find it extremely hard to
understand how a pregnancy can
be concealed but it can happen.”

Dr Gannon said that if a
mother did not receive antenatal
care the risks in the pregnancy
increased.

He said a 12-year-old girl was
still developing physically, and her
skeleton was not properly formed,
which created risks in normal
childbirth.

Often a girl that age would have
no idea about how to be a mother.





